ITALY    ATTACKS    GREECE

and 39 Blenheims from Aden; even half a dozen Gauntlets, pre-
decessors to the Gladiator, were pressed into service. These,1 In
addition to the Bombays and Wellington night bombers from
Nos. 216, 7O3 37 and 38 Squadrons, formed the air contribution
for the support of the Army in their offensive which opened on
December gth. Except for the army co-operation squadrons all
these came under the operational control of Air Commodore
Collishaw3 A.O.C. of 202 Group.

As No. 2 R.A.F. Armoured Car Company at Ramleh seemed
unlikely to have very much to do in Palestine I had already
attached twelve of its vehicles and crews to the XIth Hussars in
the Western Desert. The R. A.F. had the same type of armoured
car as that famous regiment which through being usually the unit
nearest the Italians had rescued quite a number of our airmen
either forced to land or after "baling out" in forward areas. The
R.A.F. armoured cars proved a useful reinforcement to the Xlth
and the crews gained valuable experience.

From the beginning of December our bombing offensive
against enemy rear aerodromes by night had been gradually
stepped up. The night bombers from both Egypt and Malta hit
Castel Benito near Tripoli, and Benina and Berka near Benghazi,
whilst the Blenheims attacked the more forward aerodromes the
day before the land offensive opened. This undoubtedly resulted
in the destruction of many enemy aircraft and also in rendering
many more unserviceable, while in the case of those at forward
aerodromes they were overrun by the rapidity of the advance.

The numerical superiority of the Italian fighters over our own
amounted to nearly four to one but of our 65 fighters there were
35 Hurricanes with superior performance to the C.R.42S. I told
Collishaw to try and get the Italian fighters on the defensive by
using his Hurricanes for low-flying attacks on Italian lines of
communication immediately in rear of their forward troops and,
as soon as within range, to use them for low attacks on the fighter
aerodromes. These were the only instructions in detail I gave to
CollishaWj otherwise it was left entirely to him to, support General
Dick O'Connor, Commander of the XIHth Corps, with everything
he had and as he thought best.

The plan worked successfully and kept a large number of
C.R.42S busy chasing Hurricanes which they couldn't catch, whilst

1 Nos. 208 and 6 Army Co-operation, No. 3 Australian, Nos. 33 and
274 Hurricanes, No. 112 Gladiators, Blenheims of Nos. 55, n, 45 and a
flight of 39, and No. 113 Blenheim I Vs.
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